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phoresis) and ESR confirm earlier observations and 
emphasize the profound impact that tenidap has in nor­
malizing the acute-phase response. These treatment dif­
ferences in acute-phase protein levels cannot be attrib­
uted to inhibition of prostaglandin synthesis since both 
tenidap and piroxicam are potent inhibitors of cyclo­
oxygenase [38]. The ability of tenidap to induce changes 
towards "normal" in the levels of both negative and posi­
tive acute-phase proteins indicates a general efTect on 
the overall acute-phase response, perhaps secondary to 
effects on underlying disease mechanisms. 

Detailed analysis of the acute-phase response, made 
possible by 2-D gel technology, may provide information 
of value in diagnosis, prognosis or monitoring of pa­
tients, beyond what is possible with individual measure­
ments of a limited number of proteins. This method can 
also provide a more refined means to quantify and char­
acterize responses to therapy. The need for such studies 
is enhanced by the evidence suggesting that some acute­
phase proteins may have a pathogenic role [39J. 
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